Amendments to the Claims 



1-33. (canceled) 

34. (currently amended) A polishing Apparatus comprising: 

a polishing platen having a first central region and a first peripheral region, 
the first central region having a first front surface and the first peripheral region 
having a second front surface, w herein the polishing platen is uniformly tapered 
from said first central region to said first peripheral region ; 

a polishing pad overlying the polishing platen; and inc l uding 

an under pad overlying the polishing platen and underlying the polishing 
pad , with wherein both the polishing pad and the under pad having a second 
central region and a second peripheral region formed of a single material having 
a standard compression characteristic throughout , the second central region 
having a first front surface and the second peripheral region having a second 
front surface, wherein at least a portion of the second peripheral region having 
the second front surface lies below the second central region having the first front 
surface, wherein at least a portion of said second front surface of said second 
peripheral region of the polishing pad and the underlying pad overlies the 
uniformly tapered portion of said second front surface of said first peripheral 
region of said polishing platen, said tapered region designed such that when said 
first front surface of said second central region contacts a substrate surface, said 
second front surface of said second peripheral region is not initially in contact 
with said substrate surface thereby providing a uniform center to edge polishing 
characteristic ; and 

a carrier overlying the polishing pad, wherein said carrier rotates in a 
direction opposite to said polishing pad and said under pad w h e r ei n th e po li sh i ng 
p l at e n i s furth e r charact e riz e d as hav i ng a tap e r e d r e g i on, and wh e r ei n at le ast a 
portion of sa i d second front surface of said second per i ph e ral reg i on of th e 
po li shing pad ov e r lie s th o tap e r o d r e gion . 
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35. (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 34, wherein the first peripheral 
region and the second peripheral region further comprise[s] a horizontal region. 

36. (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 34, wherein the first peripheral 
region and the second peripheral region further comprise[s] a tapered region. 

37. (currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 34, wherein the first peripheral 
region and the second peripheral region further comprise[s] a grooved region. 

38. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 37, wherein the grooved 
region is further characterized as being U-shaped. 

39. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 37, wherein the grooved 
region is further characterized as being V-shaped. 
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